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JUDGMENT PUBLISHED UNDER THE NAME OF THE SENATUS

ACADEMIGUS OF  ***\

The Professors of the Academy </*** not having been able to see
without grave regret the pamphlet which was published in the month
of February, 1642, with the title, Reply about the notes to the
Theological-Philosophical Corollary &c.} and having recognized that
it tended only to the ruin and shame of the University, and that it
could only excite sinister suspicions in the minds of others, judged it
proper to certify to one and all whom it may concern.

FIEST, that they do not approve of this proceeding whereby a
colleague publishes books or pamphlets against another of Ms number,
especially pamphlets in which he is expressly named; and this merely
on the occasion of certain theses or corollaries which have been printed
anonymously, regarding matters of controversy in the University.

FURTHER, that they do not approve of this mode of vindicating
a new and assumed philosophy in the said book; especially since it
constantly made use of insolent language, opprobrious to those who
here or elsewhere teach a philosophy contrary to the above, and uphold
the ordinary philosophy which is everywhere received in the Academies
as that which is more true. For example when the author of the
before mentioned pamphlet says :

Page 6. For it is a long time since I perceived that the great
progress my auditors made in a short time under me, has caused
some people to be jealous.

Page 1. The terms of which the others usually avail themselves
in order to resolve difficulties, never fully satisfy those who have
more clear-sighted intelligence, however little, but merely fill their
minds with mist and darkness.

In the same place. From me men learn much more easily and
quickly to understand the true meaning of a difficulty than is
commonly done from others; this is proved by the experience
of many of my followers who have made an honourable appearance
in public disputes, without having given more than some months
of their time to study under me. Nor have I any doubt that
anyone with any mind at all will allow that there is nothing
to demur to in all this, but on the contrary that all is worthy
of praise.

Page 9. These miserable entities (i.e. the substantial forms
and real qualities) are clearly not of any use at all, unless to blind

1 Descartes replaced by asterisks the proper name Ultra jectinae [Utrecht].